HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Olympia, Washington

Bill Analysis Bill No.HB 1846
Maintaining voter registration lists Public  Hrg: 1/14/98
Brief Title
Reps Smith/Koster/Talcott/etc. Staff Contact: S.Lundin
Sponsor Comm. on GovtAdmin.
Phone:786-7127
BACKGROUND:

1. Maintaining _voter registration lists.

Each countyauditor keepsa list ofregistered voters fothecounty.Names are
removed fromvoter registration lists as follows:

o] Each auditor isrequired toestablish a general maintenance program to
remove names fromthelist  usingchange-of-address  information,
mailing direct, return itindeliverable, notices toeachregistered voter,
and other methods. Eachvoter iseither retained on active voter
registration lists orplaced on an inactive voter list. A general
maintenance programmust be completecho later than90 days prior
toa primary orgeneral election forfederal office.

o] A name on an inactive voter list iscanceled if, within two yearsafter
beingnotified ofbeingolaced on theinactive voter list, thevoter fails
tovote, fails tonotify theauditor ofa changeofaddress, fails to
confirm thahe orshe still lives attheregistered address, orfails to
signa petition thaincludes signatures verified by theauditor.

o] Deceased registered voters areremovedfromvoter  registration lists
usingnformation obtained fromnewspaperobituaries, signed
statements by registered voters thabther registered voters are
deceased, and comparingnames on voter  registration lists withthe
names ofpersons who have diedthataresupplied by registrars of
vital statistics fromtheissuance ofdeathcertificates.
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B. Deathcertificates.

Deathcertificates arefiled withlocal registrars ofvital statistics. The health officer
ofa first class city and thehealth officer ofeachcountyarelocal registrars ofvital
statistics. Eachlocal registrar isrequired toforwardheoriginal deathcertificate
tothestate registrar ofvital statistics fothestate  within 30 daysafter the
certificate was registered.

A list ofall persons overage 18 who have diedssupplied tocountyauditors
monthly.First  class city registrars supplythelist  directly tocountyauditors,  while
thestate registrar supplies thelists tocountyauditors fromdeathcertificates
forwardothestate registrar by countyregistrars.

SUMMARY:

The procedure isaltered by which countyauditors  aresupplied withlists of
persons fowhom deathcertificates  havebeenissued. First class city registrars
no longer supplysuchlists  directly tocountyauditors. The state registrar supplies
a separate list everymonth toeach countyauditor ofpersons residing inthe
countyfowhom a deathcertificate was transferred tothestate fromfirst class
city registrars orcountyregistrars  within thelast month.

Countyauditors arerequired toperiodically perforntheir general maintenance of
voter registration lists. General maintenance programsmust includethorough—
reviews on orbefore May 1,2000.

FISCAL NOTE: Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninetydaysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill is
passed.



